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Introduction
The effective integration of technology in curriculum design has become a cornerstone of 21st-century education, supporting personalized learning, digital literacy, and equitable access to information. As educational institutions shift toward technology-enhanced learning environments, curriculum planning must go beyond simply adding digital tools—it must intentionally align technological integration with pedagogical goals and learning outcomes. Effective planning ensures that technology serves as a catalyst for deeper understanding, student engagement, and skill development, rather than as a superficial add-on (Koehler & Mishra, 2009). Frameworks such as Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge (TPACK) and the SAMR model guide educators in thoughtfully embedding digital resources that enhance instruction and transform learning experiences in meaningful ways.
Successful technology integration also requires strategic consideration of infrastructure, teacher preparedness, and the diverse learning needs of students. According to the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE, 2021), educators must design authentic, learner-centered activities that empower students to use technology creatively and responsibly. Planning for technology integration involves aligning digital tools with standards, evaluating their impact on learning outcomes, and fostering professional growth among teachers to sustain innovation (Michaeli et al., 2020). When thoughtfully executed, technology-infused curricula can cultivate critical thinking, collaboration, and digital fluency—skills essential for thriving in an increasingly interconnected global society.

Current Level of Technology Integration
Moving forward, I plan to elevate technology integration from adaptation to infusion and ultimately transformation by intentionally designing lessons that leverage both Google Classroom and the BJU Press curriculum. At the infusion level, I will use Google Classroom to differentiate assignments by student needs, create collaborative activities with Google Docs and Slides, and link Homeschool Hub video lessons for flipped or blended instruction. For example, during a BJU Press history unit, students could be assigned group research projects in Google Slides where they collaboratively analyze primary sources, present findings, and provide peer feedback. By embedding resources such as Epic Reading for supplemental texts and NoRedInk for writing practice directly into Classroom, I will streamline access to digital tools and foster goal-directed, student-managed learning.
At the transformation level, I will design tasks that allow students to create authentic digital products and collaborate beyond the classroom. For instance, in science, students might apply BJU concepts to ecosystems by designing podcasts or short documentary videos, uploaded via Classroom, to share with peers or a broader community. Math lessons could integrate Google Sheets for real-world budgeting or data analysis projects, tying into BJU Press problem-solving activities while promoting critical thinking. These tasks move beyond traditional practice by redefining what learning looks like: students are not simply consuming or practicing information, but using technology as a tool for creation, collaboration, and problem-solving. This future plan aligns with the TIM’s vision of technology as a transformative force in education, positioning students as active, independent learners prepared for success in an increasingly digital world.


Lesson Plan
Analyze Learners
This lesson is designed for a 4th-grade class (ages 9–10) in a private Lutheran school setting. The class consists of 10 students (2 girls and 8 boys) from diverse socio-economic backgrounds. Students demonstrate varying abilities in reading and writing, with approximately six students reading above grade level, ten on grade level, and five who require additional scaffolding for comprehension and writing support. The learners are familiar with basic Chromebook operations and Google Classroom but are developing skills in creating multi-slide digital presentations. The classroom promotes Christian values, collaboration, respect, and responsible technology use aligned with school guidelines.
State Standards and Objective
ISTE Standards for Students (2021)
· 1.6 Creative Communicator: Students choose platforms and tools to create original digital products.
· 1.3 Knowledge Constructor: Students curate information using digital tools to create meaningful learning experiences.
Florida ELA Standard (Grade 4)
· ELA.4.C.1.4: Write expository texts that convey information clearly and provide supporting details.
Instructional Objectives (ABCD Format)
· A (Audience): Fourth-grade students
· B (Behavior): will create a 4–6 slide digital story summarizing a Christian-themed picture book
· C (Condition): using Google Slides with text, images, and one transition
· D (Degree): with 80% accuracy based on the creativity and rubric criteria

Objective Statement:
Fourth-grade students will create a 4–6 slide digital book summary using Google Slides, incorporating text, images, and one slide transition, demonstrating comprehension and creativity with at least 80% accuracy on the rubric.
Selection Strategies
	Category
	Tools Selected
	Purpose

	Technology (Digital Tool)
	Google Slides, Google Classroom
	For student creation, submission, and teacher feedback

	Media (Instructional Resources)
	Book read-aloud (print or digital), teacher model slide deck, anchor chart
	To support comprehension, modeling, and visual reference


Instructional Strategy:
· 
· Direct instruction
· Modeling
· Guided practice
· Independent application
· Peer review/feedback

Utilize Materials
	Total Time – 60 Minutes

	Step
	Teacher Actions
	Students Actions

	1. Introduction (10 min)
	Read aloud and discuss key story events
	Listen and discuss characters, setting, events

	2. Model Creation (10 min)
	Demonstrate making a Google Slide summary
	Observe and answer guided questions

	3. Guided Practice (10 min)
	Create slide 1 with class together (title & main idea)
	Follow along and build first slide

	4. Independent Work (20 min)
	Support students as needed
	Create 3-5 additional slides with text & images

	5. Share & Peer Review
	Facilitate feedback
	Provide and receive constructive feedback

	6. Closure (5 min)
	Reinforce lesson & expectations
	Submit presentation in Google Classroom



Required Learner Participation
Students actively:
· Participate in a read-aloud discussion
· Create digital slides
· Engage in peer feedback
· Submit work for teacher review
Feedback Methods:
· Real-time teacher support during work period
· Digital feedback via Google Classroom
· Peers provide “Glow & Grow” feedback (one strength, one suggestion)
Evaluation
	Assessment Tool: Google Slides Rubric (20 points total)

	Criteria
	Points

	Content accuracy & comprehension
	/8

	Creativity & design
	/4

	Grammar/spelling
	/4

	Slide transitions & images
	/2

	Completed 4-6 slides
	/2

	Students must score 80% (16/20) or higher to meet objective



Revision & Reflection (Teacher Self-Assessment)
After teaching this lesson, I will carefully reflect on student performance, instructional design, and the effectiveness of technology integration. The first step will be to review student rubric scores to determine whether the learning objectives were met and to identify patterns of mastery or struggle. I will analyze which students required additional assistance, considering factors such as reading comprehension, typing speed, or familiarity with Google Slides. This reflection will help me understand whether the pacing of the lesson allowed adequate time for modeling, guided practice, and independent creation. Additionally, I will evaluate whether the technology tools—specifically Google Slides and Google Classroom—supported learning effectively or caused confusion and frustration for some students.
My self-assessment will also focus on instructional adjustments for future lessons. I will consider ways to improve student outcomes through differentiated supports, such as offering sentence-starter templates or guided graphic organizers for students who need additional scaffolding. Incorporating a short mini-lesson on slide design principles could enhance student creativity and digital literacy. For learners with writing challenges, I may integrate audio-recording options to allow them to verbalize their understanding. This reflective process ensures continuous improvement, aligning lesson design with Universal Design for Learning (UDL) principles and maintaining a balance between digital engagement and authentic comprehension.
Conclusion
Integrating technology effectively into the curriculum requires intentional planning, reflective practice, and a clear understanding of how digital tools can enhance learning outcomes. Through this lesson, students were able to merge literacy skills with digital creativity, demonstrating comprehension and innovation while using Google Slides to communicate their understanding. The structured approach—rooted in modeling, guided practice, and peer collaboration—helped ensure that all learners engaged meaningfully, regardless of their individual skill levels. By aligning instructional strategies with ISTE and state standards, the lesson not only met academic goals but also cultivated essential 21st-century competencies such as collaboration, communication, and digital fluency.
Looking ahead, continued refinement of instructional design will further strengthen technology integration in the classroom. Reflecting on student performance and feedback allows for targeted adjustments that enhance accessibility, engagement, and authenticity in learning experiences. As technology continues to evolve, maintaining a balance between innovation and pedagogy remains critical. Purposeful integration of tools like Google Classroom and Slides supports differentiated, student-centered learning environments that prepare learners to thrive in both academic and real-world contexts. Ultimately, this process underscores that effective technology integration is not about the tools themselves, but about how they transform teaching and empower students as active participants in their own learning journeys.
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Appendix B: Peer Review Form
	Type of Review
	LESSON PLAN

	Title of Lesson
	Digital Book Summary

	Designer/Author
	Teresa Calhoun

	Peer Reviewer Name
	Nicholas Intriago

	
	Peer Review Comments
	Designer/Author Revisions (why or why not)

	Cover Page Included
1. Introduction
2. Current Level of Technology Integration and Plan for Increasing the level
	1. Complete and thorough introduction
2. Current level of integration clear and concise
	1. None needed
2. None needed

	3. Lesson Plan (based on the ASSURE Model
a. Analyze Learners:
b. State (Standards if applicable)and Objective:
c. Select Strategies (Select Media and Technology):
d. Utilize Materials (Instruction Activities):
e. Require Learner Participation (Practice & Feedback):
f. Evaluation (Assessment of Learners) and Revision (Self Reflection for continuous improvement):
	3.
a. Learner profiles are complete
b. Standards are clearly stated and aligned with curriculum
c. Strategies are explicitly outlined
d. . Instruction activities are well-explained
e. Students are provided rigorous practice and immediate and continuous feedback 
f. Learners are assessed fairly and with rigor and teacher reflection is continuous and  meaningful
	None of the following are needed
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.


	4. References
	4. References are complete and in APA format
	4. None are needed

	5. Appendices
· Peer Review Form (Reminder this is completed by peer and author
-     Assessment Tool Chart
	5. Peer Review form has been completed
	5. Completed

	Additional Comments
	Peer Reviewer: Nicholas Intriago
	Designer:
Teresa Calhoun



